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The first real light of conversation analysis can be traced back to the mid-1960s. 
In this period, conversation analysis is primarily focused on naturally occurring 
conversation, because people believe that it is the basic form of all talks. Then, in the 
course of its development, conversation analysis has turned to be the study of 
talk-in-interaction. It has been used to analyze different types of talk, such as talk in 
daily life, talk in novels, talk in drama, talk in interview, talk in news etc. Besides, it 
has received the attention of various fields, such as psychology, socio-linguistics, 
anthropology, and pragmatics and so on. When poetry and fiction have been subjected 
to extensive linguistic analysis, drama has long remained a neglected field for detailed 
studies. As a matter of fact, the subsequent interaction that occurs on stage is a rich 
and fruitful source of analysis and can be studied by using methods that linguists 
employ for real-life interaction. 
With the publication of A Doll’s House by Ibsen, readers/audiences focus much 
on the controversy of Nora’s leaving. But to date, they have not reached an agreement 
on what contributes to Nora’s leaving. In addition, critics usually put too much 
emphasis on the analysis of Nora’s character, neglecting the analysis of other 
characters in the play. The present paper aims to put an end to the dispute of Nora’s 
leaving and make up for what has been missed by previous studies. In order to support 
the arguments in a scientific way, the present paper chooses CA theories as the 
framework to carry out the study. What is worth mentioning is that the present thesis 
adopts both static analysis and dynamic analysis to our research in an effort to avoid a 
mechanical use of CA theories. 
The present thesis consists of six parts. Part one, the introduction, is the rationale, 
objectives, methodology and also the outline of the present thesis; Part two, Chapter 
one, is an introduction of the concept “Conversation Analysis” with literature review 
of what has been done by previous researchers; Part Three, Chapter two, refers to the 
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Theories; Part Four, Chapter Three, designs to give a brief introduction of the play, 
providing with linguistic features of the play and review of the criticism on the play; 
Part Five, Chapter four, is to analyze the characterizations within the framework of 
CA theory. Part Six, the conclusion of the present paper, sums up the findings of the 
research, pointing out the limitations and implications of the study, and provides some 
suggestions for further researchers as well.  
This study is an explorative attempt to use CA theory in the analysis of drama 
and to give a creative account of A Doll’s House with CA theory. The discussion of the 
like not only paves the way for similar research, but also offers a new perspective on 
the study of CA models. It is hoped that the findings of the present paper can make 
some contributions to the study of the play A Doll’s House and provide some valuable 
information for future researchers who engage in the study of drama under CA 
theories. 
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Conversation analysis, the study of talk-in-interaction, represents a 
methodological approach to the study of social organization of a wide range of every 
conversational phenomenon. The play A Doll’s House is chosen as the subject for the 
research in this thesis. This chapter is to give the rationale and objectives of the 
present study, with a brief introduction of the methodology and the outline of the 
thesis. 
 
1. The rationale of the study 
Is there any possibility to use linguistics analysis in literature? Some argue that 
linguistics is the science of language, whereas literature is the science of art. 
Therefore, the two fields seem to be two opposing camps due to the irrelevance 
between art and science. It is true that the conventional literary criticism is capable of 
revealing the whole picture of literature and remaining mainstream in literature 
studies. But it does not mean that the traditional criticism includes everything, it still 
needs testifying and perfecting. And this is the reason why we look into the literature 
in a functional way in the present study. As a matter of fact, there is an inevitable 
connection between linguistics and literature. On the one hand, language is “the 
material for literary creation and the chief medium for literary communication” (Feng 
Zongxin, 2002:2), and therefore literary works can provide abundant corpora for 
linguistic studies. On the other hand, the linguistic theories and research methods can 
offer new perspectives for literary research. Due to these, when modern linguists 
began to take an interest in the analysis of literature, there was quite a lot of 
discussion about whether linguistics could really be of help to literary criticism or not, 
and such debate at once became very heated and incredibly silly (short, 1996:2). 
However, up till now, it is widely accepted that linguistic analysis introduces an 
objective, entirely fresh and valuable atmosphere into the literary world, and makes 
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Thomborrow & Wareing, 1998). 
Then, does it work to adopt Conversation Analysis (CA in short ) to the 
interpretation of drama? The Swiss linguist F. de Saussure distinguished the linguistic 
competence of the speaker and the actual phenomena or data of linguistics as 
“langue” and “parole”. According to Saussure (1916:112), “langue” refers to the 
system of the regularities of the language; whereas “parole” is of individual character 
and subject to will, intellectual thinking and attitude. It is the concept of “parole” that 
makes the conversation analysis in dialogues become possible. The first real light of 
conversation analysis can be traced back to the mid-1960s, by a group of 
ethnomethodologists such as Sacks, Schegloff and Jefferson. At the very beginning, 
the study focused on talks in telephone only. Then, its research scope has been greatly 
broadened to analyze various kinds of talk, such as talk in classroom (Mchoul, 
1978:183-213), talk in court (Atkinson&Drew, 1979), talk in news (Clayman, 
1988:474-492), talk in service encounters (Lamoreux, 1988-1989: 93-114), and talk in 
interview (Frankel, 1990:231-262), etc.. Thus it can be seen that the basic data studied 
by conversation analysis derives from naturally occurring conversation, which shares 
some intrinsic relations with dialogues in plays. As to drama, one crucial aspect in 
which it differs from poetry and fiction is in its emphasis on verbal interaction, and 
the way relationships between people are constructed and negotiated through what 
they say. Just as Burton (1980:96) said, “Drama dialogue which sounds like 
naturally-occurring conversation, if used and analyzed as if it were a transcript of real 
conversation, is an extremely powerful heuristic device for the discourse analyst 
trapped into a way of seeing by other styles of data.” Therefore, it is possible to apply 
the theories and analytic methods of Conversation Analysis to the literary genre of 
drama.  
Finally, it comes to the questions of how to study drama and why the author 
chose A Doll’s House as the analytical model for the present study. In contrast with 
fiction and poetry, it has long been a dilemma for linguists to find out an effective way 
to analyze drama language. In other words, how is drama analyzed? Joanna 















analysis of drama texts: (1) drama is treated as poetry, of which sound patterning is 
characteristic; (2) the play can be treated more or less like fiction for its analysis of 
character and plot; and (3) drama is treated as conversation due to the immense 
amount of work on what people do when they talk and on how communication and 
miscommunication occur. In this thesis, the author picked up the third tip as a guide to 
analyze the characterizations in A Doll’s House. It is an 1879 play by Henrik Ibsen, 
who is considered as the father of modern prose drama. Ibsen’s play was notable for 
exchanging the last act’s unraveling for a discussion, one which leaves the audience 
uncertain about how the events will conclude. In the drama, the final scene of Nora’s 
slamming door shocked the whole European at that time, and Nora’s character 
remains controversial. What is more, although he was later be embraced by feminists, 
Ibsen said that he was no champion of women’s rights. In regards to the critical 
articles on this drama, the author finds that almost all the articles focus on the 
character analysis of Nora with feminism criticism (Zheng Jie, 2003; Shao Jindi, 2004; 
Qin Wen, 2005; Tian Zhanmin, 2008), and without detail information of other 
characters in the play. To our surprise, scholars still hold different opinions on Nora’s 
characters by now. These are what have prompted the writing of the present study. 
 
2. The purpose of the study 
For the sake of exploring how the analysis works in practice, the analytical 
model is applied to a particular play, A Doll’s House. Up till now, except Nora, the 
other characters in the play have not received enough attention as they should have 
done. The present study has a main goal to adjust or even change the traditional 
critics’ claims on the characterizations in the play, and to help to make the study of 
drama be perfect, by producing verbal findings different from or even against what 
the critics have believed. What’s more, the present study is also to check the theory of 
Conversation Analysis as the spin-off of the research. The descriptive apparatus of the 
model enables the description and interpretation of the characterization in the play and 
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description. This thesis is written in hope of making up for what has been missed in 
the previous research.  
In a word, this paper attempts to investigate the contribution of Conversation 
Analysis in the study of drama A Doll’s House. What’s more, we can summarize the 
techniques that used to show the relationship between characters, and finally can get a 
better understanding of the characterizations in the play. It is hoped that the analysis 
of the personalities of the characters and the relationship between them in the play 
will benefit the future researchers in their studies on drama.  
 
3. The methodology of the study 
As far as the methodology is concerned, the present study is a qualitative 
research that is both data-driven and theory-driven. Since the present study is a 
tentative investigation of conversation in the drama A Doll’s House, the main task of 
this thesis aims to apply Conversation Analysis to the appreciation of the 
characterization in A Doll’s House rather than develop any comprehensive linguistic 
theory for analyzing the dialogues. And the analytical models of Conversation 
Analysis here include turn-taking, adjacency pair, preference organization, repair, 
discourse role, pragmatic ambivalence and speech activity type. One thing to be 
mentioned is that the application of CA in A Doll’s House will be carried out under the 
dynamic perspective by the use of discourse role, pragmatic ambivalence and speech 
activity type which are seldom mentioned in the traditional studies. 
 
4. The outline of the study 
This thesis is made up of six parts including an introduction, a conclusion and 
four chapters. Introduction serves as a lead-in to the rational, the purpose, the 
methodology and the organization of the present study. 
Chapter One presents a review of the literature on Conversation Analysis and its 
application in drama study both at home and abroad. In this chapter, the definition of 
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